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l^S^Ti ? re ! imina ? exami *ation report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 

This REPORT consists of a total of 3 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

□ 2S X ?T 5 a,SO f f c u om P^ ied u b y ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been 
^Ifi^ rectifications made before this Authority (see Rule 

/u. 1 o and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 



These annexes consist of a total of 



. sheets. 



This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

^^S^^^^SiS^ n ° vel * ^ive step or industrial applicabi.iry; 
Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international application 
Certain observations on the international application 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. 

PCT/JP03/08009 



L Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
the international application as originally filed 

the description: 
pages 



□ 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



pages 



, filed with the letter of 



□ 



the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 

, filed with the demand 



m9 filed with the letter of 



□ 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



I I the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

□ 

the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 

□ 

the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ 

contained in the international application in written form. 

□ 

filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ 

the description, pages 

the claims, Nos. 

the drawings, sheets/fig 



5 1 1 This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
' 1 — 1 beyond the disclosure as filed, as'indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70.16 
and 70.17). 

** Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. 

PCT/JP03/08009 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 



citations and explanations supporting such statement 
1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Claims 1-15 YES 

Claims NO 

Inventive step (IS) Claims 5_H YES 

Claims 1-4, 12-15 NO 

Industrial applicability (IA) Claims 2-15 YES 

Claims NO 



2. Citations and explanations 

Document 1: JP, 11-100156, A (CANON APTEX INC.), 13 April 1999 
Document 2: JP, 2002-103286, A (SEIKO EPSON CORPORATION), 9 April 2002 
Document 3: JP, 7-251539, A (BROTHER INDUSTRIES, LTD.), 03 October 1995 

The subject matter of claims 1, 2, and 12-15 does not involve an inventive step on account of 
the aforesaid document 1 and document 2 cited in the ISR. Document 1 discloses a recording device 
that has a recording region detection means 7 upstream from the print head unit 1 1, and that controls 
printing labels based on a detection signal from the recording region detection means. Document 2 
discloses a printer that has a cutter device downstream from the print head 1 1 and that controls based 
on the signal from an optical sensor 16 that detects an invisible mark. Thus, employing the technology 
pertaining to an optical sensor disclosed in document 2 instead of the recording region detection 
means of document 1 and additionally employing the technology of providing a cutter device 
downstream from the print head would be easy for a person skilled in the art. Also, specifying the 
position of the mark detection sensor and the position of the mark is a design matter to be j 
appropriately decided by a person skilled in the art. 

The subject matter of claims 3 and 4 does not involve an inventive step on account of 
document 1, document 2, and the aforesaid document 3 cited in the ISR. Document 3 discloses a 
printing device that detects the type of tape in a tape cassette and performs transport according to the 
type of tape. Thus, constituting the invention described in claims 3 and 4 based on what is disclosed 
in documents 1 through 3 would be easy for a person skilled in the art. 

The subject matter of claims 5-1 1 is not described in documents 1-3 and could not easily be 
conceived by a person skilled in the art based on documents 1-3. 
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